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Historians reviewing the literati:
Identity identification and its critical significance
in the context of the relationship between literature and history

XIONG Xiang
(School of Humanities, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: It is often under the relationship between literature and history that historians undertake the identity criticism at literati.
Separation between literature and history appeared in the Eastern Han Dynasty. In the Wei Jin and Six Dynasties, the style of diction
attracted much attention, and the tendency to emphasize rhetoric influenced the compilation of history books and stimulated the
consciousness of historians. From then on, historians began to emphasize the separation of literature and history, resulting in the
identity recognition of "shame as a Literati". Since the Tang Dynasty, historians have become increasingly aware of their identity.
They opposed the compilation of history by literati on the one hand and on the other hand traced back to the state of the unity of
literature and history in the pre-Qin period, regarding "history" as the historical source and value embodiment of "literature" so that it
became a potential concept for historians to write. Under the influence of traditional values, the distinction between literati and
historians was stable, resulting in the critical discourse which embodied the principle of "from the higher to the lower " and had
inspiring significance for further exploring identity literary criticism.
Key Words: historian; literati; identity; criticism
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