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From language reform to thought remoulding:
On the Arts Popularization Movement in the 1930s

WANG Lifeng
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Ever since the establishment of the new paradigm of Chinese literature after the May 4th Movement, the
legitimate status of vernacular literature has been confirmed. However, since Cheng Fangwu, Li Chuli and so on
proposed “the Theory of Revolutionary Literature” in 1928, the new literary paradigm formed not for long at that time
has always been challenged by left-wing literary theories. In the Arts Popularization Movement in the 1930s, left-wing
literary theorists attempted, by starting from the perspectives of language, philology, literary genres, relation between
the writer and the reader, to examine merits and demerits of the new literature with the intention of establishing new
proletariat literary paradigm. As far as their thinking paths are concerned, theorists including Qu Qiubai and others
might not have shared few similarities with the May 4th intellectuals, except that they are more radical with more
extreme advocates. Ranging from establishing an abstract and revolutionary literature, to realizing the Latinization of
Chinese characters, and to thoroughly breaking down the barrier between literature and populace, left-wing literary
theory manifested an increasingly radical trend. This results from the left-wing intellectuals' efforts to adjust the relation
between literature and politics in face of the new historical context.

Key Words: Qu Qiubai; matching between speaking and writing; the Arts Popularization Movement; proletariat literary
paradigm
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