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Abstract: The first modern maritime interdiction operation which played a great role in promoting the development of
international law was carried out by the allied army led by US in 1990 during the time of the Gulf War. Since the world
entered a new century, the global maritime security situation has become worse and worse. The maritime interdiction
operation mechanism constructed by some European and American countries which is characterized by flexibility, high
efficiency, standardization, and high speed has gradually become a response mechanism to maritime security threat and
a cornerstone in executing maritime security strategy. Modern maritime interdiction operation mainly refers to the
action carried out by the warship or legally-empowered official service ship to interdict some material goods or persons
from or into some specified states or regions. Essentially, it is a mechanism to control the intensification of tense
situation and escalation of armed confrontation, which, by resorting to the low-intensity use of force at sea, is applicable
both in time of peace and in time of war or armed conflicts. It has an intimate relationship with maritime blockade,
maritime capture, hot pursuit, maritime neutrality and maritime quarantine, and the like. Maritime interception
functions as a limitation on maritime freedom, and its application should be implemented with great prudence apart
from its full legality. At the moment, its role in maintaining the present maritime disputes in island territory and
jurisdictional water should not be exaggerated. But as it has been in line with our China's coherent foreign assertion and
national defense policy, China can play the leading role in constructing a just, legal and efficient regional maritime
interception mechanism.

Key Words: maritime interdiction; maritime blockade; legality
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