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Problems of the Sheyi leaders in the Tang Dynasty in
Notes on Fangshan Stone Inscription

JIA Yanhong
(School of History and Culture, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract: There appear different names in the records of Notes on Fangshan Stone Inscription, among which most
frequently-appearing ones are Yizhu, Sheguan Pingzheng, and Lushi. Judging from Stone Inscription, Pingzheng should
be another name for Sheguan, which means that the two are not official positions. Sheguan and Yizhu derived from two
different systems, and the identities of the two holders are quite different. Weina, however, appears least frequently.,
which shows that this address was not popular in the area of Youzhou and that the holder's identity was not consistent
with some theorists' statements. Most of the leaders of Fangshan Sheyi were not as fixedly set of three-member
leadership as it was in Sishe of Dunhuang in the late Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties. This has something to do
with the singularity of the functions of Sheyi. Compared with the leaders of the Eastern Jin Dynasty and the Northern
and Southern Dynasties, the names of the leaders of Fangshan Sheyi tended to be concentrated and fixed. Some of the
titles come from Buddhist leaders in the Eastern Jin Dynasty and the Northern and Southern Dynasties, while more
from the influence of Guanshe and government official positions of the Tang Dynasty.

Key Words: Notes on Fangshan Stone Inscription; Sheguan; Pingzheng;Yizhu; Weina
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