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E. H. Gombrich’s interpretation and critique on
Plato’s theory of imitation

MU Chun
(Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Plato’s theory of imitation is one of the origins of western artistic reflection and aesthetic construction,
exerting a far-reaching influence on western representation art. Gombrich reinterpreted the intention of Plato’s theory of
imitation in the light of art history which presented the inner relationships between imitation theory and Greek art
innovation, which demonstrates his historical perspective as an expert in the history of art. He also criticized Plato's
imitation, which discloses the bidirectional generation relationship between art and reality and reflects his high
sensitivity to philosophical issues and his profound insight into the nature of art. The mutual recognition and generation
between art and reality is not because they imitate each other, but because the viewer opens the constantly interactive
interpretations between image and reality, and eventually reaches at the equivalent identity. It is only because of this that
it is possible for art to provide a new perspective for us to re-divide the world so that we can obtain new visual
discoveries through art.

Key words: E.H. Gombrich; Plato; theory of imitation; equivalent identities
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