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The alter native question with the only choice:
A new structure with three modality meanings

LIN Liuwei
(Academy of Chinese Language and Culture Education, Huaqiao University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract: The alternative question with the only choice is a new structure. These questions look like other Chinese
alternative questions, however all options are the same. Conjunctive word Shi----- Haishi and modal particle Ne is
needed. These questions with the only choice can express three different modality meanings: dynamic modality
[willingness], epistemic modality [inevitability], and deontic modality [necessity].The reason is that choice and all of
the three modality meanings have relation to the possible world. Verbs with semantic features [ - human] and [ -
controllable] and aspect markers Le and Guo can exclude the necessity meaning. The reason is that it is unreasonable to
hold a person responsible for things he can not control.

Key Words: alternative question; modality meanings; new structure
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