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Rural women's palitical vulner ability,
inspiration and the path of rule of law on the stage of system

WANG Qi, WANG Chao

(College of Administration, JiLin University, Changchun 130012,China
School of Public Policy & Management, China University of Mining and Technology, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: Women’s participation in rural public political life is a striking mark of constructing socialist democracy. At
the national level, the Chinese government attempted to change the environment for women’s participation through a
series of system arrangement from the top to bottom in the hope of attaining the equality between men and women.
However, in fact, these systems failed to play their proper authoritative role and failed to break the unequal political
gender structure in rural society, which resulted in rural women’s political poverty situation in rural political life and
political relations. In view of this, based on the analysis of systems, the present study attempts to identify reasons
behind rural women’s political poverty from the dimensions of economic resources, cultural capital, formal system and
organizational support, thus further answering the question why systems have failed to play their due role. Rural
women’s political poverty reflects that Chinese government’s systems for promoting the political development of rural
women only have symbolic functions instead of playing an essential role, that some statutory provisions (that encourage
rural women’s political participation in rural society) have not been fully implemented, which had an adverse effect on
Chinese rural society’s pace of development towards a truly rule-of-law society, and that there is still a long way for
China to fulfill its political promise on gender mainstreaming. Therefore, it is necessary for the Chinese government to
adjust its existing thinking of modern development and to truly attach importance to the value of equality between men
and women.

Key Words: rural women; political vulnerability; informal system; ritualistic system
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