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The dilemma of moder nity and Rousseau’s solution
WANG lJiangtao
(School of Marxism, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: Rousseau believed that Hobbes’s teachings of Natural Rights had an unsolvable problem, which led to the
dilemma of the modernity, namely, the dilemma of free government. In order to solve this problem, Rousseau should
have started from the view of virtue, criticizing the modern natural rights, but his dogma about the nature and freedom
prompted him to take Hobbes' the state of nature as the starting point of thinking, and to choose to establish his own
theory on the basis of modern natural science, which means that Rousseau changed his standing from the classic
political philosophy to the modern one. Starting from Hobbes' prerequisite, Rousseau completely changed the essential
implication of the “state of nature.” This, far from resolving the inherent dilemma of modernity, pushed instead
modernity further and further away from rational spirit, hence promoting modernity in a more radical way.

Key Words: political philosophy; modernity; Rousseau; free government; state of nature
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