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Research on theinhibitory effect of social capital
on the social amplification of risk

GAO Shan, LI Weimin, LING Shuang
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The process of the rapid modernization tends to be one in which social risks accumulate. In this process, risk
information is being continuously diffused and transferred through the social system, hence forming the social
amplification of risks. Either the previous researches have not given attention to the effect of social capital on the
society amplification of risk, or there are few systematic analyses of combining social capital and risk evolution. The
present essay, by introducing the mature theory of social capital, attempts to construct the analysis framework from such
three dimensions as social network, social system and social cognition, and elucidate the logical relationship between
social capital and the society amplification of risk. What is more, the present study concludes that social capital exerts
inhibitory effect on the social amplification of risk as shown in the following: relationship-based social capital forms
network inhibition, system-based social capital forms structural inhibition, and culture-based social capital forms
"identify suppression". The revelation of the above triple suppression is crucial to understanding the theoretical review
of social capital on social amplification of risk, hence opening up an empirical analysis space for future research.

Key Words: social capital; social amplification of risk; theoretical investigation; inhibitory effect
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