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Adhering to tradition: A historical attempt to
overcome the tendency of relativism in hermeneutics

SUN Yiwen
(School of Marxism, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: In understanding theories, the tendency of relativism has always been what should be attempted to avoid. It
was a positive attempt of General Council of Trent to base the correct understanding on adhering to tradition.
Essentially speaking, the activity of understanding is to return to tradition, which means planning a retrospective
forward to solve the traditional problems. However, tradition does not ensure that we can obtain the correct
understanding. Although the tradition could inevitably provide the basis for understanding, the tension between tradition
and the text is an important factor in evoking the tendency of relativism. It is tradition between which and the text there
exists inevitable tension that, rather than hindering our understanding, keeps pushing our understanding to sublate and
transcend itself, hence rendering constant development possible.
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On the alternative viewpoint of Ci

PENG Yuping
(Department of Literature, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Investigating the history of all sorts of Ci, the alternative practice of Ci has been developing almost hand in
hand with its history. The alternative is to reduce problems in the first draft and to boost the quality of diction in the
writing. Writers in the Song Dynasty tended to modify Ci from the viewpoint of its meter or of its meaning. And forms
of modification were divided into modification by the self or that by others. Zhang Yan at the end of the Song Dynasty
theoretically emphasized the importance of the alternative in Ci-filling creation. By the end of the Qing Dynasty, it had
almost become a fashion to modify Ci, and writers such as Kuang Zhouyi enriched and perfected the alternative
viewpoint of Ci both in concept and methodology, and on the basis of adjusting meter, modifying Ci, sentences and
paragraphs, went further to interpret comprehensively such problems as alternating meanings, enhancing the context of
Ci and its style. As a part of genre-writing of Ci, the alternative viewpoint of Ci was closely related with literary classics,
bearing both theoretical and practice value.
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