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676.

Reinterpretation of Marx and Engels demaocr atic system thought
LIU Junjie
(School of Marxism, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: Marx and Engels’s discourse on democratic system focuses on the two main organizational spaces of the
state and society, and follows the evolutionary line of “social democratic system — national democratic system —
social democratic system”. According to Marx and Engels, the historical starting point of the evolution of democratic
system is the social democratic system in the primary stage, and the ultimate goal of the evolution of democratic system
is the social democratic system in the advanced stage, during which the national democratic system would generally
experience its lower stage, higher stage and the highest stage. The fundamental motive force for the evolution of
democracy is productivity, and the direct motive force is class struggle. The democratic system in the non-state era is a
social democratic system as a tool of social management, and the democratic system in the state era is a national
democratic system as a tool of class governance. The national democratic system includes two kinds of understanding:
the democratic system as a “category” conceptual national system and the democratic system as a “species” of
“category” conceptual national system.

Key Words: Marx and Engels; people; society; state; democratic system
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