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Thefour dimensions of ideological transcendence of
Marx and Engels' civilization

LI Yanyan
(School of Marxism, Beijing University of Science and Technology, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Promoting the continuous progress of human civilization is the common value appeal all over the world,
hence constituting the major topic for ancient and modern thinkers to explore. As the important achievements in the
development history of western civilization, the thought of Marx and Engels' civilization has exerted a profound effect
both theoretically and practically. A most important reason lies in that it provides a brand-new interpretation on the basis
of western transcendental rationalism civilization with its manifestations as follows. First, based on the civilization
progress, it puts forward the point of view of independent activity transcending the spiritual progress. Second, in the
mode of civilization progress, it puts forward the view that class struggle and civilization communication go beyond
enlightenment. Third, in terms of characteristics of the civilization, it puts forward the idea of diversity beyond oneness.
Fourth, on the issue of civilization stage, it puts forward the binary view of "slavery civilization, feudal civilization,
employment system, the real universal civilizations" beyond "savage - civilization". In the logic of the above four
aspects to achieve the transcendence, the thought of Marx and Engels' civilization has brought about the breakthrough
for humankind to perceive the theory of civilization.

Key Words: civilization; Marxism; transcendental rationalism; transcendence
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