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A study of academic relationship between
Guo Moruo and Japanese sinology:
Taking Chinese Ancient Social Studies as the focus

WANG Shulin
(School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Living in Japan during the 1920s-1930s played a role in promoting Guo Moruo's integration into the
international sinology trend. He engaged himself in the study of ancient history in Japan, and, besides relying on the
traditional Chinese research methodology of probing into history via classics, made full use of the convenience in Japan
in acquiring new materials and methods of modern archeology, absorbing research findings from Japanese sinologists
such as Lin Taifu and Xiaochuan zhuozhi, and finished Chinese Ancient Social Studies which exerted international
academic influence. In the light of Guo Moruo's academic link with Japanese sinologists, we can say that he favored the
Kyoto school and established a good academic friendship with two generations of Kyoto scholars. In a word, Guo
Moruo maintained a close academic relationship with Japanese sinology.

Key Words: Guo Moruo; Japanese sinology; modern academic exchanges history; Chinese Ancient Social Studies
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