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A study on the servants around Bao Gong and their
narrative meanings in the novels of Ming and Qing Dynasties

YANG Zhiping
(The Research Center of Contemporary Literature Morphology, Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang 330022, China)

Abstract: In the research field of Bao Gong’s story, if we turn away from Bao Gong himself and instead concentrate on
the four pairs of servants around him, it may evoke new research significance. In the history of popular literature, the four
pairs of servants are gathered in the story system of Bao Gong, which reflects excellent imagination of the ancient people
about clear official cases. When exploring the four pairs of servants, we must not regard them as normal characters. They
are, however, functional figures in the narrative tradition of ancient novels and operas, deducing fully the typical patterns
of ancient popular literature about fictitious narration, so much so that they cannot be simply treated as in the
conventional narrative. Analyzing the servants around Bao Gong can provide a new perspective with referential
significance to feel ancient novels.

Key words: Bao Gong; four pairs of tolerance images; narrative tradition; functional narrative
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Dissemination and introspection of western frontier theory in China
SUN Baoquan
(School Of Public Administration, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract: The dissemination of western frontier theory in China has a long history and has had a deeply-rooted
influence on China's borderland study. In the process of dissemination, the responses of Chinese academia to the
western frontier theory are quite complicated, some of which result from misunderstanding, some view it with prejudice,
others believe it with blind faith, and still others misuse it. Through literature review, it can be found that the western
frontier theory emerged from its peculiar historical experience, hence holding in itself many shortcomings, and even
implicating some discourses and logic unfavorable to our country. In this sense, it cannot be fully applied to interpreting
issues in China. As borderland issues and borderland significance become more and more striking, and as academic
self-confidence and self-consciousness are strengthened daily, it has also become unprecedentedly highlighted to
construct a borderland theory with Chinese characteristics. On the basis of an objective investigation and rational
introspection on western frontier theory, we should promote the construction and innovation of China's frontier theory
as well as its transcendence over the western one, taking the supply of effective knowledge as guidance, the production
of native knowledge as essence, the creation of conceptual tools as foundation, and finally the integration into the world
knowledge system as prospection.

Key Words: the dissemination of west learning to the east; frontier; frontier governance; boundary; borderland
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