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The relationship between Dream of Red Mansion and
the rise of critical awareness of female popular novels

LIU Xuan
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Criticism at female popular novels, often taking their prefaces and postscripts as principal part, began to rise
in Jiaqing period, and matured in Xianfeng period. And about Dream of Red Mansion and relative sequels and
replication under its influence, there appeared seven prefaces and postscripts. The writers of these prefaces and
postscripts preferred to read popular novels describing the life of talented women, and to write in forms of poetry, Ci
and rhythmical prose, aiming to uncover their talents and characterize their self image. But, in such process, these
women writers gradually formed a serious critical attitude, and began to think unconsciously about some critical
theories. Moreover, the manifestation and implication of the gender awareness in these female popular novels disclose
that these women writers, in their narrow expressive space, attempt to fuse into the tradition of literary creation
dominated by men. This is of non-negligible value and significance.
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