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Economic explanation of practical dilemma of environmental rights
LIANG Zhong
(School of Law, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The environmental rights, although affirmed to a certain extent at the legislative level, have been more
generally denied at the judicial level. Judging from the perspective of economics, the main reasons why environmental
rights cannot be applied in judicial practice lie in such deficiencies as the high cost of defining the boundary of
environmental rights, the failure to meet the requirements of environmental efficiency and the high cost of relief. The
proposal of environmental rights is of great significance to arouse the awareness of environmental protection in the
whole society and to promote the development of environmental protection. However, environmental rights cannot
serve as the cornerstone of the environmental law system or provide effective guidance for the design of a specific rule.
The target value of environmental rights should be recognized, but the instrumental value of environmental rights is
negligible.

Key Words: environmental rights; economic explanation; the cost of defining the boundary of rights; maximize the

benefits; the cost of relief
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