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From policy orientation to law leading:
On China’s legalization of basic medical service policy

LIU Changqiu

(Research Institute of Law, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200020, China)

Abstract: It’s the fundamental goal of China’s new medicare reform to let most people enjoy the basic medical service,

which is also a requirement for the development of China's medical and health services in the Report of the 18th CPC

National Congress. The Chinese government has paid close attention to the basic medical services of most people, but

the promotion and guarantee of such services depend on policy rather than on law. The relation between policy and law

determines that law rather than policy should be the main approach for China to provide and guarantee basic medical

services. The legalization of China’s basic medical service policy has been on the way and has laid certain foundation.

But in comparison with the practical need in our country, it is still insufficient with a huge gap, with which

corresponding countermeasures should be taken to cope.

Key Words: policy; law; basic medical service; legalization
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