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The problem of the Subject’s knowledge in
Kant’s theory of apperception

TANG Hongguang
(School of Marxism, Changsha University, Changsha 410022, China)

Abstract: In dealing with the problem of the Subject’s knowledge, Kant, by criticizing rational psychology of the
Subject’s knowledge, tries to indicate the futility of attempting to expand the Subject’s knowledge. Concept of
apperception is the rationalization basis for rational psychology to construct the Subject’s knowledge. We cannot induce
any subject’s innate knowledge through apperception; misreading apperception leads to illusion about the Subject’s
knowledge, and eliminating this misreading is restricting the extending of the Subject’s knowledge in some sense. The
functional feature of transcendental apperception determines that it denotes the existence of the Subject as
transcendental self-consciousness, rather than representing the Subject or constructing the Subject’s knowledge.
Seemingly, it includes the knowledge about “me”, but essentially, it is only self-knowledge about the Object. Under the
transcendental idealism, Kant, by achieving the aim of differentiating transcendental Subject from experiencing self by
means of apperception, solves in theory the problem of the Subject’s knowledge.

Key words: Kant; rational psychology; theory of apperception; the Subject’s knowledge
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