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Ishistorical materialism only applicable to the capitalist society?
Commenting on an influential view of L ukacs

SHU Yuanzhao, WU Xue
(School of Marxism, Hunan University, Changsha 410082)

Abstract: Lukacs believes that historical materialism is a kind of self-knowledge of the capitalist society and that it will
encounter fundamental difficulties to apply it to the pre-capitalist society. This view is very illuminating, raising an
extremely challenging question whether historical materialism as a method is universal to all forms of human society.
This view has exerted a profound influence on the academic circles at home and abroad, but has also been questioned
by some scholars. Objectively speaking, this view cannot stand still because it does not accord with the consistent
account of historical materialism by Marx and Engels, and it has violated their basic view that historical materialism can
be applied to the entire history of human society. Lukéacs has misread The Origins of Family, Private Ownership and the
Sate, equating Engels' distinction between barbarism and civilization with that between the pre-capitalist era and the
capitalist era. And when he cites Marx' The Introduction of the Critique of Political Economy, he mixes up the method
of historical materialism and Marx' method of political economics, which has led to the confusion of political
economics and historical materialism.
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