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Selections of commentaries on fashionable prose and the dissemination of
their reputation in late Ming literati: A case study on the book series of
Guobiao edited by Zhang Pu and others

GUO Yingde
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875)

Abstract: From 1628 to 1634, Zhang Pu (1602-1641) and others edited Guobiao, a selection of fashionable articles at
that time, and successively published four series, which constituted a book series of Guobiao together with
Guobiaoxiaopin. The book series, either in the number of authors and articles chosen and covered, or in the width and
depth of the dissemination, served as a paradigm of the literati’s “shegao (fashionable prose written in a particular
literary society),” guiding us to enter the historical site of the late Ming literati’s selections of and commentaries on
fashionable prose and the dissemination of their reputation, and to investigate their cultural activities and styles. By
exploring the basic features of the selectors and commentators, the criteria of selections, and the effects of
dissemination of the book series of Guobiao edited by Zhang Pu and others, the present essay demonstrates from one
aspect the late Ming literati’s activities of selecting and commenting on fashionable prose, as well as their social and
cultural functions.

Keywords: fashionable prose; literati; the edition of selections; the Fu Society; Zhang Pu
[4RiE: BRRTE)



