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Thelogic of professionalization of
social work under the threshold of rights and power

PANG Fei

(School of Social and Behavior Science, Nanjing University, Nanjing, China 210046;

Hanshan Normal University, Chaozhou, Guangdong 521041)

Abstract: The essence of professionalization (or localization) of social work is the process of constructing professional

power through the practice of dialectical relationship between rights and power. The relationship between rights and

power is different within and outside the social work profession, at different stages of professionalization as well as in

different political, economic and cultural environments. To criticize power in the process of professionalization of social

work in China, we need to clarify the dialectical relationship between rights and power, and use dynamic and systematic

vision to undertake situational research. Otherwise, it would become a pointless accusation.

Key Words: social work; rights; power; professionalization; localization
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