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Elected Congress but undemocratic legislation:
An observation on the unorthodox legislation in the contemporary US

WANG Yi
(School of Law, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: American Congress is famous for its multi-level, complexity and specialization. Seen from the view of the
theorists, this structure provides a workplace for the interest groups to communicate and negotiate with each other.
However, the dedicate theory tends to be hard to implement in practice. In the recent years, American Congress has
made frequent use of the grey areas to facilitate unorthodox legislation such as omnibus legislation, due to which, a
large number of bills have been approved of without adequate deliberation and debate. Just as scholars comment, the
typical legislation described in textbooks is dying with the unorthodox legislation dominating the Congress. In order to
learn about the democracy and rule of law in America, we need to explore and evaluate the practice of the Congress.
Examining the phenomenon and the impacts of unorthodox legislation in the contemporary US will shed some new
light on our perception of the western democracy and its legislation institution.

Key Words: legislation in the US; legislation procedure; unorthodox legislation; democratic legislation; rule of law

[4RiE: TE]



