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How can emotion both generate and witness virtues:
Remark on Wang Qingjie'stheory of “being morally moved”

LI Haichao
(School of Marxism, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The theory of “being morally moved” proposed by Professor Wang Qingjie has great significance to the
development of contemporary sentimentalist ethics and emotional Confucianism. This theory takes “being morally
moved” as foundation and combines emotions’ functions of both generating and witnessing morals. However, Professor
Wang’s theory of “being morally moved” has its theoretical plight. Namely, how can emotion both be the prior
generator and the later witness of virtues? Actually, the emotions which play the role of moral generation and the role of
moral witness are not of the same kind. The former is of natural moral emotions which are not bundled with past moral
experiences, while the latter is of the rationalized emotions which are bundled with past moral experiences. Only when
the emotions as moral generator and emotions as moral witness are explicitly distinguished, could the theoretical plight
of “being morally moved” theory be dispelled.
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