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To bring up the people and make the country rich and powerful:
Environmental concept in Zhou Li

CHEN Wangheng
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Zhou Li, as an important Confucian classic, records administrative system and main etiquette norms in the
Zhou Dynasty, hence comprehensively reflecting concepts of environment and resources at that time. In the Zhou
Dynasty, environment and resources were unified with no distinction between them. And the concepts of the
environment are mainly as follows. First is the national concept of environmental state, which means that the Zhou
Dynasty set up a position of Tai Situpa (an official name of the rank of prime minister) to be responsible for work in
such two aspects as the country's natural resources and population statistics so as to identify clearly work for people all
over the country. Second is the worship consciousness of the environment, which suggests that the Zhou Dynasty set up
the post of the Tai Situpa to take charge of work of national sacrifices, worshipping the gods of heaven and earth.
Requirements and specifications in the Zhou Dynasty for the sacrifices of heaven and earth were higher than the
ancestors, which reflects people's fear of the nature of heaven and earth, and the purpose of sacrifice was to bless the
gods. Third is the management consciousness of the environment. Zhou Li attaches great importance to the reasonable
demand for natural resources, emphasizes respect for nature, adapts itself to and integrates itself with nature in order to
yield good harvests. Fourth is environmental protection awareness. People in the Zhou Dynasty had strong
consciousness of environmental protection, not only stipulating many environmental protection laws, but also setting up
specialized personnel to take charge of the environment management, which reflects a strong ecological consciousness.
Fifth is the life consciousness of the environment. Zhou Li, by taking “harmony” as the highest pursuit of social life,
pursues the harmony between man and nature as well as that between man and man with the aim being to make people
live and work in peace. Zhou Li is a utopia constructed by Zhou Gong and his assistant, which has been forever
inspiring Chinese nation to create better life.

Key Words: Zhou Li; environment; ecological; harmony
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