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“Zehn-Punkte-Programm” in the process of Ger man reunification:
itsorigin, connotation and significance

WANG Shuai
(School of International Relations, Sun Yet-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, FGR’s Chancellor Helmut Kohl unexpectedly put forward the
“Zehn-Punkte-Programm” which aimed at achieving German reunification. The plan, deriving from the complex
environments both domestic and international, absorbed at the same time many core philosophies from both Westpolitik
and Ostpolitik, evaded such major issues as "rights of Four Powers" "Polish-German border" and "alliance membership
of future German", and did not set specific timetable for the reunification. All these reflected the superb political skills
and strategy of Kohl. “Zehn-Punkte-Programm” established a national authority for the CDU’s Kohl, diluted the
stability of GDR, resisted powerfully the European neighbors’ hesitation and opposition, and shaped a favorable
international environment for FRG’s further actions. It laid a solid foundation for a road of rapid reunification of
Germany.

Key Words: German reunification; Federal Republic of Germany; Kohl; “Zehn-Punkte-Programm”
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On the normative meaning of “minor” in criminal law
HU Pingren, DENG Xujian
(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410012, China)

Abstract: There are relevant stipulations about “minor” in both Article 261 in Criminal Law of the People's Republic of
China and Article 60 in Criminal Procedure Law of the People's Republic of China. However, the academia in China
has done little research on the word “minor”. In legal application, the value of "minor" is ignored and it is often mixed
up with "juveniles", which hinders both the practice and research of law in our country. As for the definition standard of
the protected group “minor”, it is necessary to lay emphasis on the duration of maintenance obligation of an elder to his
children or grandchildren. Perception, memory and expression are the three stages in the formation of witness testimony.
In qualifying a minor witness, the identification of these three elements is also necessary. It is suggested that the
wording of the provision of Article 60 of Criminal Procedure Law of the Peopl€e's Republic of China “cannot distinguish
right from wrong or properly express themselves” be changed to that of “fail to distinguish or express the facts to be
proved”. At the same time, by referring to other countries’ definition of "minor" witness, we can partially abandon the
statutory standards in China, and tend to define minor witness by means of doctrine of judgment, moderately blurring
the age limit. In this way, certain authority is given to China’s judiciary group to check whether "minors" are qualified
as witness so as to promote the construction and development of our legal theory as well as the judicial system and
judicial practice to maturity.

Key Words: the "minor" group; the witness qualification; principle of legality; doctrine of judgment
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