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Behind the “ Ten-million-viewer Movies’: analysis of
the South Korean film industry

SUN Qing

(School of Literature, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: In 2003, according to the Korean Film Council, the Korean movie SImido recorded over 10 million viewers,

which marks that the Korean film has entered the “Ten-million Era”. However, the “Ten-million Era” that nowaday

Korean film industry has created results not only from the boost of the quality of movies, but also from the inevitable

tendency that a minority of blockbusters monopolize screen resources, which reveals the dominant monopoly structure

of the South Korean film industry. At the same time, the monopoly structure of the South Korean film industry leads to

such problems as polarization of film resources, hindrance of film diversity and frequent occurrence of unfair

competition. Therefore, the South Korean government and film industry need to pay attention to have a right grasp of

the special characteristics of the film industry, balance the allocation of the industry resources, guarantee the ecological

diversification, and form a fair competition environment for the industry.

Key Words: “Ten-million-viewer Movies”; South Korean film; industrial structure; industrial monopoly
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