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Subject recognition and conception establishment in preface writing:
Taking Qian Qianyi’s preface writings as an example

ZHAO Hongxiang
(Department of Chinese, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Many literary critical theories by Qian Qianyi are explained through the collection of his preface writings.
The issues how Qian Qianyi’s preface writings are conceived and how he introduces and arranges his literary critical
ideas in his preface writings are related to “subject recognition” and “conception establishment” in the ancient writings
and literary theories of our country. At the beginning of the preface, “subject recognition” sets how to write upon
starting the preface, while “conception establishment” determines what to write on. Therefore, of an article, the above
two tend to involve directly the literary critical ideas that the preface embodies. Thus, deducing Qian Qianyi’s preface
writing thread from his “subject recognition” and “conception establishment” can offer not only a deep understanding
of Qian Qianyi’s literary critical theories interpreted from the collection of his prefaces, but also a case study of
restoring the original state of the stylized preface writing method at the turn of the late Ming and early Qing dynasties.

Key Words: Qian Qianyi; a collection of prefaces; subject recognition; conception establishment
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