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The psychological methodology implication of
Marxist practical philosophy

YANG Wendeng, DING Daoqun

(College of Educational Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China; College of Educational Science,
Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The main topic of psychology is human being, but in Western psychology, the appearance of human being
has always been imperfect or even is forgotten. Marxism’s practical philosophy has provided a new perspective to
comprehend the nature of human beings in psychology. Based on the differences between emphasis on human being
research, we can sort all the Western schools of psychology into four perspectives on human beings, namely, mental
perspective, behavior perspective, environmental perspective, and interaction perspective. These researches on human
beings only reflect one aspect or part of human being; they did not construct a full appearance of human being, which
suggested the adoption of the notion of “practice” into psychology and understanding the mind, behavior, and
environment and their interaction on the basis of practice, thus reaching the entirely new understanding on the
appearance of human being. The introduction of the practice has provided an alternative approach for psychology to
avoid the trapped condition of western psychology, to promote the unity of Marxist philosophy and psychology, and to
construct the “China-featured psychology”.

Key words: Marxist practical philosophy; practice; psychology; the nature of human beings

[(4m4E: BUKAA]



