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An analysis of the cooperation process of
environmental protection between Americaand
Soviet Union during the Cold War':
Focusing on the “US-Soviet Environmental Cooperation Agreement
(1969—1979)

JIN Xiaoyong
(School of Marxism, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: Environmental cooperation between U.S and Soviet Union during the Cold War, from a microscopic point of
view, refers to the exchange of experiences, mechanisms and measures on environmental protection between two
countries. From the macroscopic perspective, it is related to the awareness of environmental protection, strategic trust
and many other factors. In the late 1960s when environmental protection movement arose and the U.S foreign policy
began to adjust, the Nixon government incorporated environmental issues into the diplomatic agenda with the Soviet
Union, and promoted improvement of the bilateral relations between two superpowers, to maintain a relatively balance
in each national strength. The Agreement on Environmental Protection Cooperation between the United Sates and the
Soviet Union is an important achievement of the US-Soviet environmental negotiation. However, owing to different
perceptions of the importance of environmental protection, and Nixon’s position on environmental diplomacy, as well
as mutual trust in bilateral strategies, the road to environmental cooperation between U.S and USSR is bumpy and
tortuous.

Key Words: the Cold War; U.S-Soviet Environmental Cooperation Agreement; environmental cooperation; bilateral

relations between U.S and Soviet Union
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