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Polyphony and moder nity in Dostoevsky’sworks
YU Hang
(Department of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: According to Bakhtin, Dostoevsky gives up the author’s authoritative discourse and employs instead
polyphony constituted by micro-dialogue and macro-dialogue to express ideological conflicts. In the aspect of genre,
Dostoevsky’s works possess the carnival feature, which expresses communication and conflicts of different thoughts.
As a kind of artistic innovation, polyphony in Dostoevsky’s works is closely connected with the modern transformation
in Russia in the 19th century. On the one hand, if there were no social modern transformation in Russia and no
Dostoevsky’s imagination of modernity, there would not have been the strong dialogue consciousness in his works. On
the other hand, Dostoevsky criticizes the excessive pursuit of rationality and order of modernity, and the pursuit of
equality and unfinalizability released from polyphony effectively deconstructs the obsession of the rational order.
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