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Political development theory in compar ative politics:
Reflection and reconstruction from per spective of
experiences of post-developing countriesand China

LI Xinting
(School of Marxism, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250358, China)

Abstract: Political development theory has been prominent in Comparative Politics since its birth, but the recent
decline of political development in the world needs to reexamine the western political development theory. From the
view of epistemology, the western political development theory originates from the theory of modernization, and and is
deepened in the paradigm of democratization, but neglects the complexity of state building of the post-developing
countries. In terms of methodology, the western political development theory originates from the behaviorism
revolution, while the structural functionalism further establishes the universal model of interpretation and comparison,
lacking a relatively historical view. From the perspective of logic theory, the analysis of the social conditions of the
western political development theory towards modernization and democratization shows the teleological linear
development view and the political logic of social centralism, thus falling into the misunderstanding of "western
centralism". The experiences in political development of post-developing countries and China provide a perspective for
the reflection of western political development theory. So, we must pay attention to system and value construction,
enhance the ability of national governance from the view of epistemology, adopt comparative historical analysis to
reconstruct the political development theory from the terms of methodology, and further promote the combination of
theory and practice.

Key Words: political development; democratization; modernization; structural functionalism; western centralism
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