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| dentification of “publicinterest” in
environmental public interest litigation: A rever se per spective

ZHANG Bao, PAN Minghang

(School of Law, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China;
School of Law, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract: It is controversial to identify the “environmental public interest” of the environmental public interest
litigation. The concept of environmental public interest is abstract and difficult to be defined directly. But through the
essential characteristics of the distinction between “environmental public interest” and “private interests”, we can use
reverse exclusion to affirm the range of “environmental public interest”. It means that firstly we should distinguish
environmental pollution from ecological damage, and then confirm whether it is the damage to environment or to
human, and finally confirm the consequences of damage that actually have occurred. Through the three elements of
“damage behaviors - damage objects - damage consequences”, we can progressively exclude the objects which can be
relieved by private interest litigation, and then recognize the specific manifestations of environmental public interest.

Key Words: environmental public interest litigation; private interest litigation; progressive exclusion by three elements;

reverse view
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