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and human political reality

(School of Philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: In The Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle shed light on “justice”, which he distinguished into two kinds:
conventional justice and natural justice. Nevertheless, there existed certain ambiguity in the definitions of the two kinds

themselves, which triggered some debates between “nature” and “convention”, and over their distinctions. Actually, the

classic concept of “nature” stipulates the human nature of the political reality in the existential sense. Revealing the dual

relation between “natural justice” and “conventional justice” essentially points out a feasible way for what is “nature” of

man and for the political reality in which the dual connotation that “nature” holds can be transformed into modern man.

Key Words: nature; Aristotle; virtue; political justice; natural justice
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