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On the philosophical nature of Das Kapital:
Discussion with Dr. Gao Chao

QU Da
(School of Marxism, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: In his essay “Trans-boundary Interpretation of Das Kapital,” Dr. Gao Chao analyzes and puts forward several
problems in the recent research of Das Kapital from such three different levels as the weakening of the science nature of
Das Kapital, philosophical explaining of different works and the revolutionary distortion of capital. He believes that the
science nature of capital comes from the application of mathematics, that emphasizing its philosophical meaning means
negation to its scientific significance, that from the content and extension of the work, Das Kapital should not be
classified into philosophy, and finally that, since the “revolution” should be the new theory in the same field instead of
the old one, Engels’ term “revolution” means that Marx's Das Kapital should be defined as a work of political
economics. However, some of the views in Dr. Gao's essay are debatable, among which the first is that the science of
capital comes from the application of mathematics, the second is that Das Kapital is interpreted by the philosophical
generalization, and the third is the confusing of historical materialism and its philosophical thought.
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