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New research on the original meaning of “ Song(4i)”

ZHANG Yao
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: “Song(4i)” is an important concept in Chinese ancient literature. According to Shuowenjiezi and other
materials, it could be known that originally, “Song” meant “looks,” and later it presented the meaning of “eulogizing”
by rebus ways of hymns and eulogies. In pre-Qin period, "eulogizing” in hymns is presented by “Song(¥4),” and in
Shuowenjiez, it has such two original meanings as “dispute” (debate, litigation) and "sing praise of" (in pre-Qin period
it refers to “Feng”’Ya””Song” in Books of Songs). These two derived respectively from “litigation($ikA)” and
“eulogizing(if4).” And their original manifestations both refer to the linguistic behavior of “disclosing important
things to the superior or populace,” which can be proven by such three language elements as the content, form and
recipient of the parole. And here lies the original meaning of “Song.” Relevant paronyms to “Song(i)” have such
semantic features as “vigorous” which refers to its physical feature, “restless” which means its intrinsic state, and
“spurting” which is extrinsic tendency. All these happen to match the original meanings of “Song.” Specifically, these
three semantic features match the above three elements of parole, which can further testify the previous guess of the
original meaning of “Song.” In later ages, “Song(i4)” in odes and eulogy has been gradually represented by “Song(4il)”
in “looks(%3),” so much so that “Song(4ii)” is finally taken as the original word with both meanings, which often
cause scholars to associate “looks(%¥5%)” and “description(J£.4%)” when explaining eulogistic poetry or “poetry of
Song(4)”, hence forming the wrong thought of interpreting “eulogy” with “looks.”
Key Words: eulogize; litigation; duke; paronym; sacrifice; lawsuit
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