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On guard against the scientific and technological rationality
aiming at power and control:
Interpeting C. S. Lewis science fiction Out of the Silent Planet

PAN Yihe, ZHENG Xuying
(College of Media and International Culture, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: Out of the Slent Planet is the first book of C.S.Lewis’ science fiction novels The Space Trilogy. It features
Lewis’s poetic writing, which is of great literary value. This novel also has solid criticism on the ills of British industrial
society and the scientism in the early twentieth century. With the excellent philosophical generalization, the author lets
the three characters present the special position and role of scientists, capitalists and liberal art scholars in the modern
society, and reveals the absurdity and cruelty under the seemingly reasonable society. In this very talented and
imaginative novel, Lewis distinguished wisdom from science and technology knowledge which sought power and
control, and pointed out that true wisdom can help mankind and Earth avoid being “lost” and go forward to the future
universe.

Key Words: C. S. Lewis; the space trilogy; Out of the Slent Planet; scientism
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