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Quanzhen School and the plot construction
of Ma Zhiyuan’simmortal drama

WANG Yawei
(School of Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: There is a close relationship between Ma Zhiyuan’s immortal Taoist drama and Taoism. These dramatic plot
constructions are based on the theory of Quanzhen School, whose subtleties, however, have not yet been truly
recognized. The structure, clues and contradiction of these drama are derived from the thought of “Zhen Xing”,
“Quiting alcohol, sex, money and anger” and that “family members are enemies”. According to the plot development
and the lyric needs of writers, Ma Zhiyuan made some artistic treatment of these Taoist theories. Finally, he created a
kind of drama creation model suitable for immortal theme, and constantly broke through the old plot, giving the drama a
strong artistic expression. Revealing the characteristics of these plays in the plot construction is the key to the
understanding of the immortal and immortal drama. It is very important to reveal the features of plot construction in
these plays, and also the key to understanding Ma Zhiyuan’s immortal drama. It helps us grasp the artistic value of these
dramas, and then fully understand Ma Zhiyuan’s artistic achievements.

Key Words: immortal drama; Ma Zhiyuan; Quanzhen School; plot construction
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