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The origin and form of Chinese opera oral tradition

ZHENG Shaorong, ZHAO Shi

(Department of Chinese Literature and Language,

Changsha University of Science & Technology, Changsha Hunan, 410076)

Abstract: Chinese opera has a long history of oral tradition. The oral activity of the witch is the starting point of oral

drama history. The Nuo opera inherits the oral tradition of witch culture, showing the distinctive features of the oral

culture. The opera oral tradition is comprised of word-of-mouth oral drama activities and improvisation. The former

belongs to random and spontaneous oral narrative, while the latter is the improvisation acting of drama. The

improvisation of Chinese Opera has two clues and forms: one is derived from the oral tradition of actor in ancient times

and its play—improvisational non narrative performance; the second derived from the folk art—impromptu oral narrative.

To study the oral tradition of drama is helpful to find out the track and the characteristics of the drama, and to rediscover

the complexity and integrity of the history of Chinese opera.

Key Words: early play; oral tradition; form; origin
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