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A study on Chinese environmental vulnerable groups’ social
exclusion crisisand its policy support

YAN Huigi
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The rights issue of environmental vulnerable groups reflects deep social exclusion crisis in China. The
present study introduces explanatory framework of welfare triangle, and finds that three welfare subjects of state,
market and society interact to work together, which causes environmental vulnerable groups to be excluded from due
institutional arrangement and operational mechanism of social security system. In the process, the vulnerable groups
suffer multidimensional political, economic, and social exclusions, and thus are in an inferior position. Moreover, with
the process of social reconstruction, such exclusion reversely acts on the three social welfare promoters and creates a
vicious circle. The present study proposes that carrying out social inclusion policy built on welfare triangle framework
could help fundamentally relieve environmental vulnerable groups’ social exclusion crisis. The introduction of both
social exclusion discourse and welfare triangle theory provides both new research paradigm and theoretical pattern for
environmental vulnerable group study, which makes newly relevant research in the background of Chinese society
possible.

Key Words: environmental vulnerable groups; social policy; path; social exclusion; welfare triangle
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