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The change of state cultural development positioning for the past
40 Year s of reform and opening-up and itsfuture development prospect:
An analysis based on policy texts of the State Council

GUO Yuanyuan'?, CHEN Shixiang'

(1. School of Political Science and Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China;
2. School of Law, The National Police University for Criminal Justice, Baoding 071000, China)

Abstract: For the past 40 years of reform and opening-up, the strategic positioning of cultural development has
undergone dramatic change and become the priority of policy implementation. Through the analysis of open policy
texts of the State Council, we can find that, the strategic positioning of cultural development in the overall layout of
socialism with the Chinese characteristics, have changed dramatically from multi-aspects. On the significance in policy

3

implementation, it has changed from “periphery” to ‘“core.” Regarding the policy objective, it has changed from
organizational structure adjustment to comprehensive cultural development. Pertaining to the cultural function, it has
changed from supporting social capital to the core of national soft power As to the psychological cognition of
policymakers in the central Party and government authorities, it has changed from discretion to self-confidence. We can
predict that the status of culture construction will be reinforced further and even become the top priority of
modernization construction, that the propaganda and ideological work based on socialism ideology will become the
core of culture construction, and that network culture management will also become the major direction of national
culture policy.

Key Words: cultural development positioning; five-year plan; cultural confidence; cultural soft power; policy text
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