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Transcending the “ Chinese and Western” horizon:
The methodology of communication
between Chinese and Western philosophies by Lao Sze Kwang

FUNG Chunho
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: From comparison of concepts to integration of Chinese and Western philosophy by Neo-Confucianism, the
communication between Chinese and Western philosophies is a crucial issue in Chinese philosophy. Lao Sze Kwang
introduced the “open concept of philosophy” as a new understanding of philosophy and equally placed the Chinese and
Western philosophies in it. He also raised the “element analysis” as the methodology of communication between
Chinese and Western philosophies. By analyzing the theory of “element analysis,” we may realize the changes of the
communication between Chinese and Western philosophies and also find valuable resources on the future development
of Chinese Philosophy.

Key Words: Lao Sze Kwang; communication between philosophies; meta-philosophical language; open concept of
philosophy; element analysis
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