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Zhang Zai's under standing and critique of Buddhism
QIN Jinnan

(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China;
Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 19104, US)

Abstract: On the issue of life and death, Zhang Zai reveals that everything will evaporate, that there are only two
situations of being alive and being dead, and that nirvana, which is believed to be different from being alive and being
dead, is impossible. About the mind, Zhang Zai believes that Buddhism dissevers the oneness of universe and man, and
that the mind never means the whole world nor its basis, holding the opposite opinion to Buddhism. About the reality of
the universe, Zhang Zai criticizes the Buddhist doctrine, according to which emptiness is proved due to transience and
the lack of eternality. He criticizes nihilism, which is the core of Buddhism and stresses the importance of investigation.
Zhang Zai has a deep and exact apprehension of Buddhist doctrines and its key concepts. His critique of Buddhism goes
from rituals and politics into a deeper level of the philosophical fundamental knowledge and attitude towards the world.
And on this most essential issue, Zhang Zai's analysis of emptiness or nothingness has already constituted a powerful
ontological criticism at Buddhist world. In this sense, Zhang Zai has achieved a new height in criticizing Buddhism.
Key Words. Zhang Zai; life and death; mind; reality; investigation
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