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| dentity inxiety in Kazuo I shiguro’'s A Pale View of Hills

WANG Fei

(College of Foreign Studies, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China;
College of Foreign Studies, Changsha University, Changsha 410003, China)

Abstract: Identity is an inevitable motif in migrant novels, while identity anxiety, as a negative embodiment of identity,
can be found in many migrant novels. Unlike other migrant writers, although the Japanese-British writer Kazuo
Ishiguro pays a continual attention to identity issues of the characters in his writings, he rarely deals with migrant
experience directly. A Pale View of Hills, with migrants as its protagonist, is an exception. The present essay, focusing
on A Pale View of Hills, mainly discusses identity anxiety of the migrant subjects in the novel, involving the
manifestations, causes and influence on the characters of this identity anxiety. Identity anxiety either leads to the
characters’ identity crisis, or foreshadows their later construction of identity, mirroring sideways Kazuo Ishiguro’s
concerns about and reflections on identity as a migrant writer himself.
Key Words: Kazuo Ishiguro; A Pale View of Hills; identity anxiety; identity crisis
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