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On problem of consequence-based liability in
product criminal responsibility

XIONG Yawen
(School of Law, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: The traditional cause-and-effect theory which takes condition relations as the sole criterion cannot meet the
practical needs of the consequence-based liability in the field of product criminal responsibility. Epidemiology and risk
rising theory which has emerged recently is an entirely different type of consequence-based liability from traditional
cause-and-effect condition relation. Introducing such chance-promoting cause-and-effect in the field of product criminal
responsibility can effectively solve the consequence-based liability problem that cannot separate the illegal acts portion
from other factors so as to identify the specific cause-and-effect, and cannot identify the general cause-and-effect. Of
course, since the chance-promoting cause-and-effect essentially reduces the relevance degree of the fact, making it easy
to expand the scope of criminal law liability, the scope should also be strictly limited.

Key Words: product criminal responsibility; consequence-based liability; condition relations; chance-promoting cause-
and-effect
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