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Theimport of the law works and the Huahua process of Joseon Dynasty

ZHANG Chunhai
(School of Law, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046, China)

Abstract: Since the beginning of its founding, the Joseon Dynasty transplanted and applied the Ming Dynasty law to
solve the problem that its regime lacked legitimacy, respecting the Ming as the foundation of the country. Considering
the low level of its lawyers and their limited understanding of law in the Ming Dynasty, Koreans decided to import
various works of law from China to give them legal effect and applied them to the judiciary so that the import of the law
works had the characteristics of legal transplantation. That is, the import of the law works of the Ming Dynasty was the
important measure to promote the Huahua process in Korean Peninsula legal system. In early one hundred years from
Sejong to Zhongzong, the government imported one or two representative Ming Dynasty works each stage, which
correlated positively with “Huahua” process. In the tide of “Huahua,” many works of the Ming Dynasty were imported
into the Korean peninsula, gradually diffusing with the tide, wave after wave, and forming a complete serial of law
works which could interpret various versions of the Ming Dynasty law. However, the practicality of jurisprudence was
blocked by the vulgar factors in the society and the culture of the peninsula. And along with the development of the
peninsula culture, the ideology power was also in the process of decaying. Under the combined effect of these factors,
the “Huahua” process of the peninsula legal system presented a state of stagnation, and the historical mission of the law
works came to an end.

Key Words: the Joseon Dynasty; Ming Dynasty law; Huahua
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