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Covering and discovering of the Nature and Tao:
On Feng Youlan’s Negative M ethod

DAI Yumin
(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: When Feng Youlan found the Neo-Li teaching to develop the Li teaching of Song and Ming
Neo-Confucianism, the wisdom of Nature and Tao was preserved in it. In order to discover this wisdom, Mr. Feng
created the Negative Method with logical analysis as its basic form and with discovering metaphysical and mysterious
object as its metaphysical approach. In discovering the wisdom of Nature and Tao, the Negative Method, borrows from
Daoism and Confucianism, attempts to discover the boundary between Nature and Tao through negative proposition so
as to acknowledge people of Nature and Tao. Actually, the logical form of the Negative Method is not compatible with
intuition and experience in Chinese traditional philosophy, hence being unable to discover fully the Nature and Tao.
However, from the perspective of modern philosophy, Mr. Feng has, through Negative Method, taken the traditional
wisdom of Nature and Tao into modern metaphysics, and has discovered the wisdom of Nature and Tao to some extent.
Key Words: Feng Youlan; Negative Method; Nature and Tao; Daoism; Zen Buddhism
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