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M oder ation of the post-revolutionary society: An analysis of
David Hume's palitical gradual thought

LIU Yang
(School of Law, Shandong University at Weihai, Weihai 264209, China)

Abstract: Hume’s attitude towards political change is one of the key focuses in Hume research. By combining
theoretical basis and realistic concern, Hume forms his gradual political thought in which there are two dimensions:
criticism and construction. In terms of criticism, Hume, by reflecting the Puritan revolution, points out that radical
reforms easily lead to tyranny, social division and continuous turmoil. As far as construction is concerned, Hume
believes that gradual reform is adapted to the human nature of tending happiness and avoiding bitter, enhances the
acceptability of reform and renders it easier to achieve the stability and order of reforms. Hume's thought suggests
theoretical transition from desirability of the political goal to reasonability of the political process. Hence, Hume's
thought, as a theoretical resource reserve, ,has timely significance on the development of modernization.

Key Words: Hume; gradual; the right of resistance; post-revolutionary society
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