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Another way of avoiding scepticism

JIA Kechun

(College of Marxism, Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing 211800, China)

Abstract: From the ontological view of realism, Nagle thinks that the epistemological scepticism is unavoidable, but
we can substitute a self-transcendent conception for it. He points out that the possibility of objective progress about the
matter of cognition is derived from an a priori element within the subject, and the epistemological hope lies in the
development of a detached perspective which can coexist with and comprehend the individual one. Different from Kant
who explores the possibility of cognition on the basis of acknowledging the objectivity of knowledge, Nagel mainly
discusses the possibility of the progress of knowledge on the basis of acknowledging such progress. By stressing the
role of man’s innate reason, Nagel not only avoids scepticism effectively, but also explains reasonably how some
scientific knowledge comes into being.
Key Words: Nagel; epistemology; skepticism; objective; self-transcendence
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