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Thewriting of Avalokitesvara before The Journey to the West:
On thetheme of “ Xuan Zang westbound”

ZHOU Qiuliang
(School of Literature and Journalism, Central South University, Hunan 410083, China)

Abstract: There are a large number of literary works written on the theme of “Xuan Zang westbound”. Combing
longitudinally, we can clearly investigate the origin of China’s early goddess of mercy trajectory. The “Buddhist
Records” and “Da Ci’en Temple Tripitaka Master Biography” are of the nature of record, in which the narration of
belief in Guanyin truly reflected a Buddhist's religious experience, but no conscious creation about Guanyin had come
out up to that time. With the development of the story of “Xuan Zang westbound,” Guanyin's position became
prominent. In “Xuan Zang,” the main deity appears as a goddess, but in the secondary position with no specific body
image. The drama Journey to the West is the first literary creation about Xuan Zang westbound, in which Guanyin's role
in their pilgrimage is greatly strengthened as the organizer and major protector of the pilgrimage group and more
importantly with a specific image as the South China Sea Guanyin. The South China Sea Guanyin image in te novel
Journey to the West is taken from the drama Journey to the West.

Key Words: Xuanzang westbound; Guanyin faith; Guanyin writing
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