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On the higher quality of Marx’s demaocratic view
compared with Schumpeter’s demaocratic view

ZHANG Weiliang, HU Wengen
(College of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Marx's and Schumpeter's democratic views are two completely different paths on democratic issues. In
ideology, the former is socialism and the latter is capitalism. By making a comparison between these two paths of
democratic view, we can restore the essence of democracy and clarity the mistakes people have made in understanding
democracy so as to provide a better method to verify the priority of socialist democracy. In essence, Schumpeter’s
democratic view is from the perspective of Economic Politics, while Marx’s democratic view is based on the
perspective of Political Economy. The fundamental difference between the two is whether it adheres to the historical
materialism or people’s subjective view. On epistemology, the social and historical provisions of democracy and the
people’s subjective view in Schumpeter’s democratic view have been removed by the modern form of economic and
technological production, while Marx’s democratic view has always been adhering to the historical materialism and the
people’s subjective view. Hence, either on the conclusion, the starting point, the method or field of democracy, Marx’s
democratic view has higher quality than Schumpeter’s in theoretical characteristics. In practice, the democratic political
model with Chinese characteristics based on the Marx’ democratic view is higher in democratic form, democratic object
as well as democratic communication than the European social democratic model guided by the Schumpeter’s
democratic view.
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